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Butterflies are beautiful creatures. Their bright and colorful wings are nature’s works of art, 
including every color of the rainbow. Their wings display beautiful patterns as well, anything 
your mind can imagine. 
 
One may think these eye-popping colors and patterns are designed to make butterflies stand 
out, yet the opposite is often true. Many butterflies are colored to suit their environment, 
allowing them to camouflage against a colorful background. A green butterfly may be found 
around green leaves, or a red butterfly around red flowers. 
 
Another reason to be brightly colored is to deter predators. In nature, bright colors often mean 
something is poisonous. For example, the bright orange Monarch butterfly is highly poisonous 
to the birds that might try to eat it. Other butterflies have adapted to look like Monarchs, 
allowing them to be ignored by predators who think they are poisonous. Butterfly coloring has 
a purpose. 
 
With so many interesting reasons for how butterflies got their color, it is no wonder they have 
so many different patterns. With all this information, why don’t you design your own butterfly! 
 
Here are a few steps to follow when making your paper butterfly: 

• First, choose what color you want your butterfly’s wings to be. You can use colored or 
white paper and add to it as you go! 

• Next, cut out your butterfly’s shape. To do this, fold a piece of paper in half and cut out 
the wing shape along the fold so the wings will be symmetrical. 

• This next step is entirely up to your imagination. Draw your design on the wings with 
colored markers or cut out and glue different colored shapes onto them! 

• Lastly, add a body and antennae with marker or pipe cleaners. 
 
Butterflies are majestic creatures, more beautiful than many bugs. They use their colors to help 
them survive in a world where they are quite small compared to everything else. So many 
butterflies are unique in their coloring, just like the one you made! Take your butterfly outside 
and try to find a place where it could camouflage… or where it can rest easy – because it is 
poisonous to birds! 


