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  MAP   MAKING  
 
Have   you   ever   wanted   to   go   somewhere,   but   not   been   quite   sure   how   to   get   there?   Or  
maybe   you   lost   something   and   wish   you   had   directions   to   find   it.   Maps   are   incredibly  
useful   tools   to   help   us   answer   these   kinds   of   “where”questions   about   spaces,   places,  
and   distances.   Maps   show   us   many   different   things:   they   can   tell   us   where   there   are  
streets   and   trails,   where   you   can   find   an   ice   cream   shop,   what   kinds   of   rocks   are   under  
our   feet,   how   many   people   live   in   our   neighborhood   or   even   where   in   the   whole   world  
we   live.   Maps   can   show   really   big   areas   or   teeny   tiny   areas.   Map   makers   call   this  
“scale”.   A   map   can   have   a   large   scale   and   show   the   entire   earth,   or   it   can   be   small  
scale   and   show   one   room   in   your   house.   Maps   represent   real   space,   but   often   are  
made   in   a   size   that   you   can   hold   in   your   hands.   The   amazing   thing   about   maps   is   that  
anyone   can   make   them.   All   you   need   is   a   space   to   map   and   a   paper   and   pencil.    Today  
we   are   going   to   map   our   own   backyards.   
 

● Start   by   finding   a   sheet   of   paper   and   pencil.   You   can   use   a   book   or   clip   board   as  
a   portable   drawing   surface.   It   might   be   easiest   to   start   with   an   erasable   pencil,  
but   we   encourage   you   to   add   colored   pencil   or   crayon   later!  

● Take   a   moment   to   observe   the   area   you   are   going   to   map.   What   are   the   most  
notable   features   and   landmarks?   Is   it   grassy?   Does   it   have   trees?   Are   there  
buildings,   rocks,   paths,   cars,   or   fences?   What   is   the   general   shape   of   it?   

● Once   you   have   a   good   sense   of   the   layout   you   can   start   finding   the   distance  
between   different   landmarks.   Walk   from   one   place   to   another   counting   your  
steps.   

● Decide   on   the   “scale”   of   your   map.   You   can   do   this   by   adding   a   scale   bar.   For  
instance,   ten   steps   might   be   equal   to   an   inch   or   the   length   of   your   thumb   on  
your   paper.   

● Once   you   have   walked   the   distance   to   a   feature   and   observed   its   location   you  
can   add   it   to   your   paper.   Make   a   dot   or   a   small   drawing   to   mark   the   exact   spot.  

● There   may   be   too   many   landmarks   in   your   map   area   to   draw   them   all.   That’s   ok.  
It’s   your   map   so   YOU   get   to   decide   what   to   add.   It   can   be   fun   to   include   your  
own   favorite   places.   Do   you   have   a   secret   hide   out?    Or   place   with   a   special  
memory?   Anything   that   is   related   to   a   specific   location   can   be   mapped.  

● If   you   want   an   extra   challenge   you   can   make   a   map   key.   A   key   describes   what  
the   symbols   or   colors   on   your   map   mean.   For   instance   a   squiggly   line   might  
mean   that   there’s   a   path,   or   the   color   dark   green   might   show   that   there   are  
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trees.   A   key   explains   the   meaning   of   your   map   code   and   helps   other   people  
understand   what   your   map   shows.   

● Once   your   map   is   complete   you   can   use   it   to   have   a   treasure   hunt!   Hide   treasure  
somewhere   in   your   map   area   and   then   mark   the   hiding   spot   on   your   map.   See   if  
a   friend   can   find   the   treasure   using   your   map   as   a   guide.   Then   have   a   friend   or  
parent   hid   treasure   for   you!  

 
 
Now   that   you   have   made   a   map   do   you   see   your   map   area   any   differently?   If   you  
looked   at   your   map   and   had   never   visited   this   place   would   you   be   able   to   imagine  
what   it   looks   like?   Could   you   find   your   way   around   by   looking   at   the   map?   What  
landmarks   make   this   area   special?   Are   there   features   that   make   your   map   look   different  
than   a   map   of   your   neighbor’s   back   yard   would?   
 
For   another   fun   map   activity,   visit   a   local   preserve   or   walking   trails   and   bring   a   map.  
See   if   you   can   navigate   the   trails   using   only   your   map.   Look   at   the   map   as   you   walk.  
Can   you   find   your   location   and   follow   along   map?   What’s   the   scale   of   the   map?   What  
landmarks   do   you   see?   Which   way   do   you   have   to   turn   the   map   in   order   for   it   to   match  
up   with   the   real   world   directions?   The   more   practice   you   get   with   maps   the   more   you  
will   be   able   to   learn   from   them.   If   you   become   a   skilled   map   reader   you   might   even   be  
able   to   predict   what   you   will   see   in   the   real   world   just   by   looking   at   a   map!  
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