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    MAKING   A   BOAT  
 
Making   boats   is   a   fun   way   to   design   your   own   seaworthy   ships!   People   in   Maine   have  
been   building   boats   for   a   very   long   time   —   boats   make   traveling   easier   in   places   with   a  
lot   of   water   like   the   Maine   coast!   Boats   come   in   all   different   shapes   and   sizes   from  
teeny   tiny   row   boats   to   huge   cruise   ships.   Now   you   can   make   your   very   own   boats   with  
materials   you   find!   
 

● Start   by   searching   for   boat   making   materials.   Try   looking   through   your   recycling  
bin   or   heading   outdoors   to   gather   natural   materials   off   of   the   ground.   You   can  
make   boats   with   all   sorts   of   different   things:   cardboard,   paper,   bark,   leaves,  
sticks,   plastic   bottles,   scrap   wood.   See   if   you   can   find   other   interesting   materials.  

● Once   you   have   your   materials,   it’s   time   to   design   the   boat.   Do   you   want   to   make  
a   sailboat?   A   steam   ship?   A   really   big   boat,   or   a   tiny   little   boat?   

● Attaching   materials   together   can   be   challenging.   Sometimes   pieces   will   hold  
together   on   their   own   and   other   times   you   might   need   to   use   string,   tape   or  
glue.   

● When   your   boat   is   finished   it’s   time   for   its   maiden   voyage   on   the   water!   If   there  
isn't   a   pond   or   stream   nearby   you   can   use   a   bucket,   tub,   pool,   or   water-filled  
sled   to   make   your   own   backyard   testing   site.   

 
Does   your   boat   float?   Does   it   sit   upright   in   the   water   or   does   it   lean   to   one   side   or   the  
other?   Why   do   you   think   that   is?   If   your   boat   has   a   sail,   does   it   move   with   the   wind?   If  
you   blow   on   it   will   it   float   away   from   you?   How   much   cargo   can   your   boat   hold?   Place  
small   rocks   or   coins   on   your   boat   and   see   how   many   you   can   add   before   it   sinks.   If   you  
are   in   a   river   or   some   place   with   current,   see   how   your   boat   handles   moving   water.  
Does   it   float   quickly?   Does   it   follow   a   straight   path   or   does   it   spin   and   move   in   different  
directions?   Place   your   hand   in   the   water   and   gently   make   waves.   Does   your   boat   flip  
over   (sailors   call   this   capsizing)?   Would   you   want   to   ride   in   this   boat   out   onto   the  
ocean?   If   you   could   change   anything   in   the   design   what   would   it   be?   What   would   make  
your   boat   more   seaworthy?   
 
For   an   extra   challenge,   make   more   than   one   boat   and   see   how   each   compares   to   the  
others.   Is   one   faster?   Does   another   have   better   sails?   Do   some   carry   more   weight   or  
weather   waves   better?   Which   design   do   you   think   works   the   best?   What   about   it   makes  
it   successful?   
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