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LEAF IDENTIFICATION 

 
Trees are everywhere! There are huge trees, tiny trees, trees with needles or with leaves, even 
trees of different colors. All these trees have different leaves that serve different purposes. 
Today, we will be exploring the various leaves you may find in your backyard or around the 
state of Maine! 
 
First things first, go outside and collect some interesting looking leaves. Look around for leaves 
that likely just fell off the tree, as these are the easiest to identify and compare to other trees. 
Large leaves and bundles of needles also work well, but any type of leaf will do the job. 
 
Once you have your leaves, start matching them to trees in your backyard! See if you can find 
the tree that your leaf fell from or a different tree with the same type of leaves. Once you have 
found a tree with leaves that resemble your found leaf, identify it using the handy guide on the 
back of this page! 
 
It is important to note that we did not include every tree in our little guide. If you find a leaf 
not on this page, do some further research. Finding these books at a local library is a good 
start: 

• The Little Guide to Leaves by Tom Frost 

• The Book of Leaves: A Leaf-by-Leaf Guide to Six Hundred of the World's Great Trees by 
Allen J. Coombes 

• Any books on leaf identification in Maine! Ask your librarian if they know about any 
specific books. 

 
Other things you can do with your collection of leaves after identifying them: 

• Leaf pressing! Lay your leaves between the pages of a thick book, then close the book. 
After a few days, your leaves will be nice and flat, preserved beautifully! 

• Turn those leaves into a nature mask! Check out CNI #6 for a tutorial on making your 
own mask. 

• Shadow prints! Use your leaves and the sun to create cool designs on a colored piece of 
paper. Set the paper outside in direct sunlight, then add a few leaves in different 
positions to the paper. After a few hours, return to the paper and see what designs the 
sun has created by changing the color of the paper! 
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Here are some examples of leaves you may find in your backyard: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

There are hundreds of other types of trees that you may find in your expeditions, these are 
just some of the most common. Each of these types of trees also have different variants that 
may have leaves of a different color or look slightly different. 

OAK MAPLE HEMLOCK 

BIRCH PINE BEECH 


