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DOES IT FLOAT? 

 
Today’s activity is a simple, but fun activity that we love to do! All you need is an assortment of 
objects and a sink or bucket. We will be testing whether objects will float or sink. This 
experiment is perfect for any weather, any time! 
 
To begin your expedition, collect materials of different shapes and sizes that will fit in your sink 
or bucket. In our video, we collected objects from the woods, such as acorns and leaves. You 
can use any objects you find inside or outside your house, as long as you have permission to get 
them wet! 
 
Here are some suggestions: 

• Food items, like fruits and vegetables 
• Toys (that can get wet!) 
• Things from your recycling bin (plastic silverware, straws, containers) 
• Anything you find outside, like sticks or leaves 
• Ice cubes 

 
We are sure you’ll be creative and think of way more things to try! Before you test each object, 
ask yourself whether you think it will float or sink. Then, drop it in the water and record the 
result in a chart! 
 
For a deeper dive into the float vs. sink experiment: 

• Try a whole lemon or orange. Does it float? Now, peel it and try again. Is there a 
different result? If so, why? 

• What about an empty plastic bottle with the cap on? Does it change if you fill it with 
water?  

 
We love puzzles like this! Science is all about making a hypothesis (guessing!), conducting an 
experiment to test your hypothesis, and learning if your guess was right. Why do some things 
float while others sink? Are the things that sink or float all similar in some way? 
 
Think of yourself as a scientist, testing whether objects float or sink! Feel free to wear a white 
lab coat (or a white shirt) like other scientists do while you perform your experiments. Don’t 
worry if you can’t figure out why something floats, scientists are often unable to answer the 
question they asked. Sometimes, they generate even more questions! 
 
Remember, you can do this activity in any sort of water. A sink, bucket, kiddie pool, nearby 
pond or river. Anything works, just be sure to collect your materials if you are experimenting in 
a natural body of water. Have fun! 
 


