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STARTING A ROCK COLLECTION 

 
Starting a rock collection is a great way for kids to get outside and closely observe 
what is right under their feet! This activity requires very few materials and can be 
done anywhere, whether your backyard is a road or a forest. All you need is some 
paper and pencils, a few cool rocks, and a good eye! 
 
DISCLAIMER. If you plan to collect rocks at a preserve or another park area, make 
sure they allow collecting specimens first. Often the answer is yes but it’s best to ask! 
 
Parents, you can encourage your children to deepen exploration of their newfound 
rocky friends with these sample questions: 

• How are the rocks similar? How are they different? Can you group them by 
color, size, or shape? 

• Why are some rocks small, while others are really big? 
• What is the texture of your rocks? What might make them smooth or rough? 
• Are there any patterns on the rock? 
• Look at the rock with magnifying glasses or a hand lens. What do you see? Can 

you draw it? (This is something real geologists do in the field!) 
• Find a place to display your special rocks, inside or outside. You can put them 

in a basket, a shoebox, or even on a flat piece of wood outdoors!   
It doesn’t matter if you don’t know anything about rocks - the goal is to engage your 
child’s curiosity and get them interested in learning more about the rocks all around 
us. 
 
Some more questions for those interested in a deeper dive into the topic: 

• Why is that rock there, and how did it get there? What forces made it look like 
that? 

• What is the difference between a rock and a mineral? Hint: Can you find any 
minerals in the rock? Use a book or the internet to find out what they could be! 

 
In addition to finding rocks and sketching them by looking closely, you can also look 
for rock outcrops around your house or in other locations. These can be fun to 
investigate as well! How many different kinds of minerals can you find in one 
outcrop?  With some research, you may even be able to find out what type of rock 
these massive outcrops are made of. Have fun! 


